NEWNHAM ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL

AND

BURIAL AUTHORITY.

                                                                                                            APRIL 2009
Policy Rules Regulations and Requirements

Cemetery and Burial Grounds:
For the information of:-
Funeral Directors, Memorial Masons and their Employees and Sub-Contractors
Applicants for Burials, Exclusive Burial Rights, Interment of Ashes to Grave Spaces or Cremated Remains area, Installation of Wall Plaques.

1
No grave space shall be dug or entered without the consent of the Parish Council and Burial 
Authority
2 
The next numbered grave space, indicated by white, wooden markers [previously placed] will be 
allocated by the Clerk.. Grave spaces must not exceed 6'6"[1.83m]x 
2'3"[0.69m] with a space 
between graves of 1'3"[0.38m] x2'0"[0.61m] between rows.  Clerk to be advised of Depth of 
Grave space. WHEN NEEDED, FLEXIBILITY 
OF GRAVE SPACE SIZES WILL BE PERMITTED.
3. 
All surplus soil and/or materials must be removed from the Cemetery by the Funeral Director, 
Memorial Mason or Sub-Contractor on completion of their work.
4. 
Any damage to adjoining grave spaces, land or Memorials must be remedied or compensated for 
by the Funeral Director/Memorial Mason or their Sub-Contractors.
5. 
Following each and every interment all equipment and materials must be removed by the 
Funeral Director from the Cemetery without delay [often metal sheets are left whose 
jagged edges could cause severe injuries if "tripped" over].  The Funeral Director is also 
responsible for the re-turfing of the surface of the Grave.
6. 
No Tipping is permitted of any material over adjacent River Bank or on to any part of the 
Cemetery.
7. 
For the purposes of Maintenance and Safety. 

NO “KERBING”, "MOUNDING", “GARDENING" OR “EDGING” will be allowed. Grave       
spaces must be levelled and turfed during the 6 months following Interment. Shrubs and the 
like or any form of ornamentation may not be grown or placed in or on grave spaces.  Vases MAY 
be part of a Memorial OR CREMATION TABLET.  Otherwise the Burial Authority [P.C.] may 
exercise their right to remove any of 
these items.  For the future stability of any Memorial, 
and to aid in the safety of the visiting public, the Burial Authority [P.C] will not permit the 
installation, or re-installation, of Memorials before ELEVEN months have concluded after 
Interment.
8. 
Permission for all or any of the following [with full details] must be obtained from the 
Parish Council and Burial Authority.

 
Exclusive Right of Burial

Erection of Memorial Headstone

Inscriptions on Headstones

Wall Plaques [pattern as existing]

Cremation Tablet and any Inscriptions {pattern and size as existing] within the Cremated 
Remains area.

All Memorials shall conform to the Requirements as detailed within the POLICY RULES, 
REGULATIONS AND 
REQUIREMENTS WHICH ARE TO ACCOMPANY EACH
  
EXCLUSIVE BURIAL RIGHT CERTIFICATE, and APPROVALS.


The grant of Exclusive Burial Rights is at the discretion of the Burial Authority upon 
receipt of the appropriate fee and will be for a period of 30 years, reviewed each succeeding 
10 year period.  SUCCESSIVE BURIAL AUTHORITIES MAY SEEK RENEWAL FEES.
9. 
The Burial Authority [Parish Council] has full Public Liability and Legal Insurance        
cover [£10,000,000]. Past, recent and continuing applicable Duty of Care Legislation 
and Health 
and Safety at Work Act 1974, make it necessary for the regular Inspection of the whole 
Cemetery, we anticipate by a Member of The National Association of Memorial Masons. The 
Burial Authority will need to be assured by the Memorial Mason that from the date of this 
Agreement, their Clients/Owners are fully aware of their responsibilities for 


FAMILY MEMORIALS
and GRAVE SPACES

UNSAFE MEMORIALS and GRAVE SPACES


INSURANCE COVER TO MEET ANY RELEVANT COSTS FOR ANY REPAIRS NEEDED

FOLLOWING INSPECTIONS


The Parish Council and Burial Authority emphasise any repairs judged necessary can 
only

be effected by a Memorial Mason who is acceptable to the Authority.
10.
MEMORIALS are to take the form of a Headstone only, not exceeding 2' 6" height 
[0.76m] 
2'3" in width [0.69m] and are only permitted in Tablet or Open book style, Photographs may 
NOT be incorporated in the Memorial. A Sketch and details of materials, inscription, Colours, 
Polished, Unpolished must accompany application. When approval has been granted, the Clerk 
and Purchaser shall be notified by the Memorial Mason prior to, and of, the Memorial's 
ANTICIPATED DATE AND TIME 
OF INSTALLATION / RE-INSTALLATION.  A Vase 
may be incorporated in the Memorial base OR CREMATION TABLET.  No synthetic materials 
to be permitted. 

The Memorials must not be anchored to the ground in any way to impede later interments and 
avoid disturbance of other Grave spaces and Memorials.  Written details of the installation of 
the Base and it's measurements must be made known to the Purchaser. 


The Memorial MUST BE metal-doweled to the Base BY AT LEAST TWO GALVANISED STEEL 
DOWELS.  EACH DOWEL SHALL BE 1" IN LENGTH FOR EACH 1' IN HEIGHT AND A

MINIMUM OF 1/2" DIAMETER.  All Memorials must 
carry the grave number in a clearly visible

position - this will be at the bottom right hand corner of the Base, above ground.  THE BASE

TO BE SECURELY FIXED TO 
BLOCK FOUNDATIONS WHICH SHALL BE BETWEEN 3" - 6"

IN THICKNESS AND OF AT LEAST EQUAL LENGTH AND WIDTH AS THE BASE, THE

BLOCK 
FOUNDATION IS TO BE SECURELY BONDED TO A BEARER SLAB [CAN BE RE-

INFORCED CONCRETE] WHICH SHALL BE A MINIMUM OF 2" THICKNESS AND 
12"

IN WIDTH. IT MUST EXCEED THE LENGTH OF THE BLOCK FOUNDATION UP TO

A MAXIMUM SIZE OF 4' IN LENGTH.  IF THE MEMORIAL IS TO BE ERECTED OVER

THE EXCAVATED AREA OF THE GRAVE THE BEARER SLAB MUST BE 4' IN LENGTH.

All Memorials, Plaques, Stones, must be kept neat, clean and in good repair at the Owner's

expense, in default of which they shall be forfeited to the Parish Council and Burial Authority

who will then be entitled to remove or repair them as the Authority shall deem fit, all at the 
Owners' expense. 

11.
The Burial Authority [P.C.] reserves the right to refuse the installation of any Memorial, 
Inscription, Cremation Tablet, or Plaque, to correct or remove it at the expense of the 
Memorial Mason, or Funeral Director, if the Authority's Regulations and Requirements are not

observed.
12.
Memorial Masons to be responsible, at their expense, for "correcting" any 
“movement", 
"tilting", "sinking" etc, of their installations or re-installations. The Parish Council and Burial 
Authority to be informed by installer on completion of the date and nature of any such repair

work.
13.
The Parish Council and Burial Authority will accept only those Masons who are Members of the

National Association of Memorial Masons whose Head Office is at 27a Albert Street, Rugby, 
Warwickshire CV21 2SG, who will have declared their acceptance of these Regulations and

Requirements, and whose Membership of that Association will include [i] Public Liability 
Insurance to the value of £5,000,000, [ii] a minimum of five years experience in relevant 
Masonry skills, and [iii] have not been barred from carrying out such work in any other 
cemetery during the past two 
years, OR, those Memorial Masons who are not members of the 
National Association but who can ensure that [i],[ii] and [iii] are a GUARANTEED part of their 
service.

All work shall be covered by a Guarantee that will ensure against poor workmanship for a period

of 30 years.  The Guarantee shall be issued to the Purchaser with a copy supplied to the

Authority's Clerk.  It must be made clear that the listed inclusion of a Memorial Mason does

not mean their work or service is guaranteed by this Parish Council and Burial Authority.
14.
Where an Exclusive Burial Right Certificate or Reservation for Cremated Remains has been 
issued, then not required but repayment sought, a Fee of £50 and £30 respectively will be

withheld from the original fee received.
15. 
It is the responsibility of each Funeral Director and Memorial Mason to ensure their

Clients are provided with a copy of these Rules, Regulations and Requirements.
16.
An Acceptance Letter is made available to Funeral Directors, Memorial Masons and their

Sub-Contractors to sign and return to Newnham on Severn Parish Council and Burial

Authority.  Only the signed acceptance - Page 4 - will permit usage of the Newnham on

Severn Cemetery and Burial Grounds
NEWNHAM ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL

AND

BURIAL AUTHORITY
Clerk to the Parish Council: 





Chairman:

Mrs V P Roberts






Mrs J Baber
31. Winfield







2 Church Road
Newent








Newnham on Severn
Glos. GL18 1QB







Glos
01531 828171 after 5pm





GL14 1AB
07949564449 Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm



01594 510915
Rules and Regulations
ACCEPTANCE

I/We signify below acceptance of the Rules and Regulations as detailed relating to the Cemetery and Churchyard administered by Newnham on Severn Parish Council Burial Board.

1st April 2010 – 31st March 2011

Signed


..............................................................................................

Date


..............................................................................................

Funeral Director/
.....................................................................................................

Monumental Masson
Business Name

.....................................................................................................

Address


....................................................................................................




.....................................................................................................



.....................................................................................................

Telephone

.....................................................................................................
EMail Address

......................................................................................................

Please return to: Clerk to the Parish Council as above.
