In June the Newnham and Cinderford branches of the British Legion took a trip to the National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas. It was a fine very hot day and shirt sleeve was the order. It was also quite busy; there is no doubt that the memorial aspect has taken the attention of a large body of the population. There is a wide difference in the interests covered. Naturally there are a large number of military memorials. They range from stone edifices to gardens and trees. Newnham has its own tree to the fallen. It’s a Gleditsia, to the expert amongst the parish. Planted in 2006 it stands right behind the coach park if anyone is interested. I was quite surprised how little it has grown.

   Apart from those, the memorials have a wide range, Crews lost in Lifeboat tragedies, a lot of police deaths on duty. A small garden dedicated to stillborn children. Surprisingly, quite a few to those who served the Empire, police and civil servants etc. Added to that are the private tree dedications, mum & dad and the like.
The people who were there were varied .A party of Jewish ex-service people who held a service at their memorial. Their sonorous chanting could be heard and gave a vaguely exotic feeling to the experience. A contingent of retired Royal Air Force Regiment marched about, the Warrant Officer in charge was a “real” one and the ex’s kept a little more order than the norm’ I fancied. In a quieter spot (there are a lot of them as the Arbetorium is quite large). We saw a party of schoolchildren sitting amongst the trees. With a “Rastafarian” type adult dressed in a loose yellow suit with white and red diamonds (I kid you not). Then there was “us” the conformist types who are comfortable with the military tradition around, even if many have never been “in”. I met a man from Yorkshire with a wreath for those who had served in Malaya in the Somerset’s.  

In the afternoon most of us took the 15 minute ride to Lichfield.It’s a small city, the centre has been pedestrianized. Which makes it much pleasanter to explore. Red sandstone and brick are the dominant building materials.We discovered an “oldie worldie sweet shop” After that I found out Rosemary’s weakness, Liquorish sweets. I needed my Military training then to get the bag of sweets off her. She would have eat the lot in one go else! Quite a few visited the Cathedral. Smaller than Gloucester with no seats. Again a sign of the changing Britain there was a large party of Jewish children touring round the inside. Lead by majestic looking Rabbi .Singing Jewish songs, He had been give a portable microphone connected to the public sound system which was switched on loud! Luckily he did have a good voice! Then a little walk to the Minster Pool, Lichfield is a small place. Followed by a coffee at a street side table. Me desperately avoiding the football results on every pub TV. We encountered a lad from Cinderford  sitting on one of the bricked flower beds in the centre of the street. On enquiring after the wife, “shopping he said”, a man of few words.    
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